
� Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon  defeats Pharaoh
Neco at the battle of Carchemish by the Euphrates
(Jeremiah 46:2). Pharaoh does not come out of
Egypt to attack Israel again (2 Kings 24:7).
� After serving Nebuchadnezzar three years,
Jehoiakim rebels against him (2 Kings 24:1).
� The same year Nebuchadnezzar lays siege to
Jerusalem and takes the city (Dan. 1:1-2). He takes
some of the treasures of the house of God to
Babylon, as well as some of the royal seed (Dan. 1:
1-3,6; 2 Kings 24:1, 2 Chr. 36:6-7; cf. Jer. 27:18-20).
� Jehoiakim was bound in fetters to go to Babylon
(2 Chr. 36:6), but apparently did not actually go
there, since he reigned eleven years (2 Kings 23:36)
and apparently died in Jerusalem (2 Kings 24:6-7).

NOTES:
� The 70 years of captivity prophesied by Jeremiah
began here, during which the land kept its sabbath
rest (Jer. 25:11-12, 29:10; 2 Chr. 36:21-22; Dan. 9:2;
cf. Ezra 1:1). Cyrus� decree was issued about 536.
� Daniel was taken to Babylon at this time (Dan. 1:1).

THE STAGES OF JUDAH�S CAPTIVITY
�So Judah was carried away into exile out of its land� (2 Kings 25:21b).

The first captivity

� King Josiah, the last great king of Judah, is killed
in battle by Pharaoh Neco at Megiddo (2 Kings 23:29).
� Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, is made king
by the people of the land. He only reigns three
months, then is imprisoned by Pharaoh Neco
in Riblah, in the land of Hamath. Later Pharaoh
takes him to Egypt, where he dies (2 Kings 23:30-34).
� Pharaoh Neco makes Eliakim the son of Josiah
king and changes his name to Jehoiakim. He taxes
the land to pay tribute to Pharaoh (2 Kings 23:34-35).

NOTES:
� The northern tribes were taken captive to Assyria
by Shalmaneser king of Assyria in 722 (2 Kings 17:6).
� The term �Jew� refers to those of Judah. It is used
only once before the northern captivity (2 Kings 16:6).
� Josiah�s reign began in 640. About 623 he and all
Judah kept the Passover, the last feast recorded in
the Bible before the captivity (2 Kings 23:21-23).
� Jeremiah began to prophesy in the thirteenth year
of Josiah�s reign (Jer. 25:3). Jer. 3:10 indicates that
the revival under Josiah was in appearance only.

The end of
the kingdom of Judah

� Zedekiah�s rebels against the King of Babylon In
the ninth year of his reign. At the end of that year
Nebuchadnezzar again lays siege to Jerusalem.
In 586 the city is taken (2 Kings 25:1-2).
� He is captured and taken to Riblah. Nebuchadnezzar
slaughters his sons before his eyes and puts his
eyes out, and then he is taken in bronze fetters to
Babylon, where he dies (2 Kings 25:6-7; Jer. 52:11).
� The temple, the king�s house, and all the large
houses are burned with fire. The bronze work of the
temple is cut in pieces and taken to Babylon,
along with the gold and silver vessels.
(2 Kings 25:1-15; 2 Chr. 36:17-19; Jer. 39; Jer. 52.)

NOTES:
� Eze. 17 shows that Zedekiah�s rebellion against
the king of Babylon involved an alliance with Egypt.
Jer. 34:4-5 says he would die in peace. He visited
Babylon in the fourth year of his reign (Jer. 51:59) .
� The small deportation spoken of last in Jer. 52:30
may refer to an unrecorded punishment on the Jews
by Nebuchadnezzar after the murder of Gedaliah
(2 Kings 25:25-26; Jer. 40:13-41:3).

The third captivity and the
destruction of Jerusalem

� Jehoiakim dies. Jeconiah his son reigns three
months, then Nebuchadnezzar comes and lays
siege to the city. He takes the king, the treasures of
the temple and of the king�s house, and �all
Jerusalem� captive to Babylon (2 Kings 24:8-16).
� Nebuchadnezzar makes Mattaniah, Jehoiachin�s
uncle, the son of Josiah, king, and changes his
name to Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:17; Jer. 37:1).

NOTES:
� This is �the deportation� of Matt. 1:11, 17.
� Ezekiel was taken captive at this time (Eze. 1:1-2),
as was Mordecai (Est. 2:6). In the twelfth year Ezekiel
heard Jerusalem had fallen (Eze. 33:21).
� Jehoiakim burned Jeremiah�s writing in the fire
(Jer. 36). Jeremiah prophesied he would have the
burial of a donkey, not that of a king (Jer. 22:18-19).
� Jehoiachin, referred to as Coniah, received the
curse that no seed of his would prosper by sitting
upon the throne of David (Jer. 22:30).
� 37 years later Jehoiachin was let out of prison,
exalted by the king of Babylon, and thereafter
ate at his table (2 Kings 25: 27-30; Jer. 52:31-34).

The second captivity,
the main one

586 B.C.609 B.C. 606 B.C. 597 B.C.

THE SONS OF JOSIAH                         THE LAST KINGS OF JUDAH
The sons of Josiah, in order (1 Chr. 3:15):

1. Johanan (Did not reign)
2. Jehoaikim [Eliakim; 2 Chr. 36:4]
3. Zedekiah [Mattaniah; 2 Kings 24:17]
4. Shallum [Jehoahaz; Jer. 22:11-12]

Jehoahaz: 609 (3 months; 2 Kings 23:31)
Jehoaikim: 609 - 597 (2 Chr. 36:5)

Jeconiah: 597 (3 months; 2 Chr. 36:9)
       A son of Jehoaikim. Also called Coniah
       (Jer. 22:24, 28) and Jehoiachin (2 Chr. 36:9-10)
Zedekiah: 597 - 586 (2 Chr. 36:11)

GENERAL NOTES CONCERNING THIS CHART
All of the dates on this chart are approximate, not exact. They are provided to show but the approximate

years and the span of time involved in the history of Judah�s captivity and return.
The bottom of each column lists the dates used by three different study Bibles. The key is as follows:

N=The NIV Study Bible; R=The Ryrie Study Bible; S=The Scofield Bible.
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� Cyrus, king of Persia,
in the first year of his rule,
issues the decree to rebuild
the temple in Jerusalem
(2 Chr. 36:22-24; Ez 1:1-4;
cf. Isa. 44:28, 45:13).
� Under the leadership of
Zerubbabel (Ezra 1:8, 2:2;
Hag. 1:1), the grandson of
Jeconiah (1 Chr. 3:17-19;
Matt. 1:12) , 42,360 Jews
return from Babylon to the
land of Israel
(Ezra 2:1-2; Neh. 7:66).
� On the first day of the
seventh month, the returned
Jews gather to Jerusalem,
rebuild the altar, hold the
Feast of Tabernacles, and
begin to offer sacrifices to
Jehovah (Ezra 3:1-6).

NOTES:
� This ended the 70 years
of captivity prophesied by
Jeremiah (Jer. 25:11-12, 29:10;
2 Chr. 36:21-22; Dan. 9:2).
� Ezra 1:2 indicates that
Cyrus knew of the
prophecies in Isa. 44 & 45
concerning himself.

� In the second year after
their return, Zerubbabel
and the Jews begin to
rebuild the temple
(Ezra 3:8).
� The foundation of
the temple is laid with
singing, while some shout
for joy and others weep
(Ezra 3:9-13).

NOTES:
� The 70 years of God being
�indignant with Jerusalem�
(Zech. 1:12) may be the
period from the destruction
of Jerusalem in 586 to the
completion of the rebuilding
of the temple in 516, rather
than a reference to the 70
years of captivity, since at
that time the Jews had
already returned to the land.

� The adversaries of Judah
and Benjamin oppose the
rebuilding in three ways:
1. Proposing a false union
with the Jews (Ezra 4:1-3).
2. Weakening their hands in
the building  (Ezra 4:4).
3. Hiring counselors
against them  (Ezra 4:5).
� The building work stops
until the second year of
Darius the king of Persia
(Ezra 4:24).

NOTES:
� The letter to, and response
from, Artaxerxes in Ezra 4:6-
23 is apparently inserted. It
most probably dates from
around 484.
� Regarding the above three
means of opposing the
rebuilding, Scofield says:
�The first was by far the
most subtle and dangerous.
The lives of Ezra and
Nehemiah afford many
illustrations of true
separation� (Ezra. 4:21).

� In the second year of
Darius the king, the
prophets Haggai and
Zechariah begin to
prophesy
(Hag. 1:1, Zech. 1:1).
� As a result, Zerubbabel
and  Joshua again rise up
to build the temple
(Ezra 5:2; Hag. 1:12-15).
� In response to the
governors� questions,
(Ezra 5:6-17), Darius affirms
the decree of Cyrus and
commands that the expenses
for the house be paid from
the royal revenues
(Ezra 6:1-12).

� The rebuilding of the
house of God is completed
(Ezra 6:15), and the house
is dedicated with great joy
(Ezra 6:16).
� At the beginning of the
next year the Jews keep
the Passover and the Feast
of Unleavened Bread
(Ezra 6:19 - 22).

NOTES:
� Some Jews who had not
gone into the captivity,
and who had separated
themselves from the nations,
kept the Passover with the
returned Jews (Ezra 6:21).

� In Artaxerxes� 20th year,
Nehemiah, the cupbearer to
the king, asks to return to
Jerusalem (Neh. 2:5). He is
make governor for twelve
years (Neh. 2:6-8, 5:14, 13:6).
� He returns and oversees the
rebuilding of the wall. It is
finished in 52 days (Neh. 6:15).
� Nehemiah gathers the
people to Jerusalem. Ezra
reads the law, and the
Levites with him help the
people understand it. (Neh.
7:5, 8:1-8). They also keep
the Feast of Tabernacles,
dwelling in booths for the
first time since the days of
Joshua (Neh. 8:13-15).
� Many who had been living
in the cities of Judah return
to Jerusalem (Neh. 11:1-2).

NOTES:
� The 70 weeks (i.e., years)
of Dan. 9:25-27 begin here.
� Nehemiah prayed for four
months before speaking to
the king (cf. Neh. 1:1, 2:1).
� Eliashib, the high priest
who was the first to rise up
to build the wall, was also
allied to Judah�s enemies
(Neh. 3:1; 13:3-9, 28).

� In the seventh year of the
reign of Artaxerxes, Ezra and
a company of Jews with
him return to Jerusalem.
� Artaxerxes the king issues
a decree that the Jews in
his kingdom who so desire
may go with Ezra to
Jerusalem (Ezra 7:11-14).
The king also sends with
Ezra silver and gold and
vessels for the service of
the house of God in
Jerusalem (Ezra 7:16-20),
and gives him authority to
appoint judges in the
province beyond the river
to carry out the law of
God (Ezra 7:25-26).
� Ezra and the company
with him arrive in
Jerusalem and deliver the
silver, the gold, and the
vessels to the house of
God (Ezra 8:31-34).
� Ezra begins his work of
separating the people from
the nations and teaching
the law of God (Ezra 9-10).

THE STAGES OF THE RECOVERY OF GOD�S HOUSE AND GOD�S CITY
�Be strong, all you people of the land, declares Jehovah, and work; for I am with you� (Haggai 2:4b).
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The first return
under Zerubbabel

536 B.C.
The rebuilding of
the temple begins

535 B.C.
The rebuilding

stops

c. 530 B.C.
The rebuilding

starts again

520 B.C.
The rebuilding of the
temple is completed

516 B.C.
The second return

under Ezra

457 B.C.
The return of Nehemiah
and rebuilding the wall

445 B.C.


